[Measurement of colloidosmostic pressure].
In the patient in a critical state there are numerous conditions which alter the COP (Coloidosmotic pressure), which is important for the exchange of liquids at the capillary level of the entire organism. As a consequence for these changes, problems occur with the accumulation of water in the intersticia and a malfunction of organs. A device to measure the COP in a reliable, rapid, and economical form is described. Its simple operation is of great use in the intensive care units for the rapid diagnosis and adequate management of the alterations in the water balance of the critical patient.